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Selene Wong’s main interests lie in research which satisfies an inquisitive mind and aids in 
innovations, inter-disciplinary architectural design, lifestyle interiors, and sustainable urban 
planning. Selene is the recipient of the inaugural AustCham scholarship 2011 which involved 
language training, industry development and residency in Beijing. During that time she was 
employed by the Woods Bagot, a global design studio, where she was fortunate to participate 
in a range of large scale mixed-use developments, resorts and retail spaces, and a series of built 
interior projects. She is currently working on two projects that will be exhibited at the 2012 
Venice Biennale, in both the Australian and Slovenian Pavilions. 

WOODS BAGOT DESIGN HOUSE
Beijing, China

The ‘Beijing Design House’ was an office fit out project 
situated in the affluent Sanlitun Village in Beijing’s 
Chaoyang District. Occupying the upper floors of a 
reassigned apartment building, the space responds 
directly to the needs of Woods Bagot’s employees. 
The brief was to create a workplace that would sit as 
one of the key hubs in the company’s global studio and 
align the workplace with the vision and key workplace 
trends. Within the space, there’s a decided emphasis on 
connectivity and mobility. The environment embodies 
the key principles of activity based working and is 
tailored to match the unique diversity of tasks required in 
a multi-disciplined design practice. 

The office spaces are heralded by an expansive and 
vertically striated, timber-clad lobby, lit by a magnificent 
chandelier. In a nod to the aspirational nature of high-
end architecture and design, the lobby is housed within 
a corner of floor-to-ceiling glass windows and is clearly 
visible from the street, particularly at night when it floats, 
rarefied and pristine. The timber used for the lobby is 
in the main locally sourced and recycled, as is most of 
the timber used throughout as blade features, cabinetry 
and furnishings. The lobby counter, in the typical grey 
marble of the region, was pre-existing and of sufficient 
quality to remain, in keeping with many of the decisions 
throughout the refit. It was also important that the space 
be visually different from a corporate office, but rather 
than achieve this through a high fashion look of slick 
finishes, the decision was taken to emphasise the raw 
warehouse character and barnlike proportions of the 
upper storey, which has six-metre ceiling heights. The 
main feature of the space is a vast cabinet containing 
storage, archives and air-conditioning, which provides the 
softening element that gives warmth and balance to the 
rougher elements and the chill of steel trussing.


